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influenced their approach. When Mitchel's backyard
slid into a neighbor's below, Deborah Rothman was
calbed in to mediate the dispute. Viewing the damage at
Mitchell's home, Riothman says fhe snger had a serenity
¥ about her. At one point she tumed and said: 1 don't
I h . understand this. | don't understand litigation. It seems fo me
X\ in time of crisis neighbors should pull together and support
] Sett e r at case:. each other and find 3 solution " That's how Rothman says
she approaches cases, whether i's a licensing dispute over an

Our inaugural listof the B TErER s T

N o . . . . infr i, nd the “emotional “that k
top 32 mediation specialists e hisiebi-va
disputes. Tm really good at peeling back the onion and

torentertainment disputes [ERiiirs oty
e can be prefty creative,” she says.

N ot every mediator can say folk singer Joni Michell

Buzz: °| chose her specifically for 3 case that dealt
with claims against a high-profiie actor, and my sense
from her was that she was not only n tune with the
entertainment-related issues, but with the emotons.
This &5 where her humanistic approach was nvaluable;
the fact that she was able fo assess the siuation
and come up with some innovative echniques. She
really gets to the nifty-gritty, 5o when she walks in,
she's not just prepared for what the lawyers put in
she's prepared for fhe emotional content.”™
— Jole Galky, Chingtensen Glasar Fink Jacobs Wil &
Shapiro, Los Angeles
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